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MAX PLANCK YEARBOOK OF UNITED NATIONS LAW  

GUIDELINES FOR AUTHORS 

 

Note 

Thank you for contributing to the Max Planck Yearbook of United Nations Law!  

After you have submitted your contribution it will be peer-reviewed by the General Editors 
and  external reviewers. A final decision on publication will not be made until completion of 
the peer-review.  

Do not announce, share or cite your contribution before publication.  

Please be aware that the review and publication process may take several months. To assist 
the processing and timely publication of your article we ask you to observe all deadlines.  

It is important that you follow these Guidelines. Contributions that fail to comply with the 
Guidelines will be returned for revision.  

1. Native Speaker Check 

Every article must checked by a native speaker of English prior to submission. No such 
check will be provided by the editors or the publishers. 

2. Verifiability  

We apply a high standard concerning the verifiability of the Yearbook’s contents. All direct 
and indirect quotes and factual statements need to be backed up by complete references 
(including page or paragraph numbers) to reliable sources.    

3. Structure 

Every article starts with an Abstract of no more than 250 words and a list of 4–8 Keywords. 
At the end, there should be a Conclusion. 
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4. Paragraphs and Subheadings 

Please divide the text into paragraphs and include subheadings where needed. Heading 
levels are I., II., III.; 1., 2., 3.; a., b., c.. 

5. Formatting 

Formatting (font, spacing) is not required. 

6. Abbreviations 

Abbreviations need to be introduced, then used consistently throughout the text. 

7. Capitalization 

Headings, titles and proper names will be capitalized. 

8. Style 

Write: Art. 17 (3) TEU     (not: Article 17 para. 3 of the TEU or TEU, Art. 17 (3)). 

9. Quotation Marks 

Single quotation marks (‘ ‘) are used for direct quotations of fewer than 25 words, and run on 
in the text.  

Larger sections of quoted text should be set off from the running text by a blank line before 
and after the quoted text, and the text should be indented on the left-hand side. No quotation 
marks should be used for these block quotes.  

10. Cross-references within the Article 

Do not use cross-references such as ‘see above, below, infra, supra, see note’ to 
subsections or footnotes in your articles since heading levels and footnote numbers may 
change during the editorial process. 

11. Footnotes  

Use footnotes, not endnotes. Footnote numbers follow punctuation marks.  
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In footnotes, please observe the following format: 

a. Full Reference 

A full reference is given the first time a source or item (e.g. a book, article, report, convention 
etc.) is mentioned in the text.  

Articles:   Author, ‘Title’ (year) vol. journal first page. 

Monographies:  Author, Title (publisher year). 

Editor (ed.), Title (publisher year). 

Documents:  Please include document references exactly as they appear in the 
UNYB Document Index! 

Examples: 

1 D.P. Myers, ‘The Names and Scope of Treaties’ (1957) 51 AJIL 574. 
2 I. Pernice and J. Zemanek (eds), A Constitution for Europe (Nomos 2005). 
3 J.C. Gautron, Droit européen (14th edn Dalloz 2012). 
4 B. Simma, D.E. Khan and G. Nolte, The Charter of the United Nations. A Commentary (OUP 2012). 
5 African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights (adopted 27 June 1981, entered into force 21 

October 1986) 1520 UNTS 217 (Banjul Charter). 
6 UNGA Res 66/288 ‘The Future We Want’ (27 July 2012). 

b. Shortened Reference 

Once a reference has been given in full, a shortened form will be used when the same 
source is cited again. ‘Ibid.’ may only be used in footnotes that follow immediately. 

Use at with every pinpoint! 

Articles:   Author, ‘Title’, at pinpoint. 

Monographies:  Author, Title, at pinpoint. 

Editor (ed.), Title, at pinpoint. 

Documents:  Title, at pinpoint. 

Examples: 

1 Myers, ‘The Names and Scope of Treaties’, at 577–578. 
2 Simma, Khan and Nolte, The Charter of the United Nations. A Commentary, at 15. 
3 Art. 5 Banjul Charter.  
4 UNGA Res 66/288, at para. 4. 

 

Thank you for following these Guidelines. In case of questions please contact 
unyb@mpfpr.de. 


